
 

 

 
Honoring Dina Shwiyhat and Nivia Cuellar and their families 

Dear Friends of Life, August 2026 

On a Tuesday morning this past spring, a young woman we will call Maria walked toward 
an appointment she felt she had no choice but to keep. She was pregnant, frightened, and 
sure she was facing it alone. Before she reached the door, a volunteer from Lifehouse met 
her on the sidewalk. No lecture. No pressure. Just a kind question, and the offer to stay 
with her a while. Maria stopped. She talked. And by the end of that conversation, she had 
made a different choice. Today she is the mother of a healthy baby, and she still stops by 
to say hello. 

Maria is one of 18 mothers who chose life this past year because someone from Lifehouse 
was there to walk beside her. That presence does not happen on its own. Someone has to 
make it possible. That someone is you. 

Right to Life of Central California's Board of Directors, Staff, and Auction Committee invite 
you to take part in the 38th Annual Christmas Dinner and Auction on Friday, December 4, 
2026, honoring Dina Shwiyhat and Nivia Cuellar and their families. Dina and Nivia have 
been longtime volunteers and steadfast supporters of Lifehouse and our Christmas 
auction, and their generosity has helped countless women find hope and support. There is 
more to celebrate as well. Lifehouse has a new name and a new, larger home on North 
Fulton Street, prepared by volunteers so that the first thing a mother sees when she walks 
in is that she was expected, and she is welcome. 

Your support reaches further than Fulton Street. Over the past year it brought the pro-life 
message to thousands of students and families across the San Joaquin Valley, carried it 
onto the airwaves each week on Right to Life Radio now on KMJ, and walked with women 
and men toward healing through Rachel's Vineyard. Every dollar raised at this year’s 
Auction directly supports Right to Life of Central California and its mission. 

There are two ways to put your name behind this year’s dinner. You can sponsor the 
evening, or you can place an advertisement in our auction program. Both put your 
business or your family in front of the friends who fill the room each year, and both send 
your gift straight to this work. To have your name listed on the printed invitation that 
reaches all of our supporters this fall, please confirm your commitment by September 15. 
You will find every sponsorship level and every advertising option on the enclosed sheet. 

Because you have stood with this work so faithfully, I will call you in the week ahead to talk 
about the evening and answer any questions. 

Please help us honor Dina and Nivia, fill Lifehouse with the same generosity that 
built it, and make sure someone is always there on the sidewalk. 

God bless you all, and thank you! 

 
John Gerardi 
Executive Director 

P.S. Sponsors confirmed by September 15 are listed on the printed invitation that reaches 
all of our supporters this fall. The enclosed form is the fastest way to say yes, or simply wait 
for my call. 



 



 


